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The Protestant Reformation and Interior Church Architecture - Art Exhibition
Winston Kam1, Catherine Scallen1

1 Department of Art History and Art, Case Western Reserve University, Cleveland, OH 

sdsdv’ Abstract Floor Plan Notable Select Artworks

Selected Views of Exhibition Space

The first half of the 16th century saw an international reli-
gious and cultural conflict that rose within Western Chris-
tianity between Roman Catholics and the newly established 
Protestants. A profound disagreement between the two doc-
trines lie within the display of religious images in church 
settings.  

This exhibition aims to explore the transition of church el-
ements and design through a replication of the first Protes-
tant church and Catholic cathedral, along with  a selection 
of artworks seen within these sacred spaces or related to the 
region. 

Through an analysis of visual elements present within the 
Brussel Cathedral and the Torgau Castle Chapel, conclu-
sions can be drawn about this initial religious impetus to 
help explain how some Northern Europeans conceived of 
their religious spaces to accommodate a changing belief 
system. A supplemental collection of objects and artworks 
from a number of locations will further illustrate the Prot-
estant Reformation’s effect on Northern European Renais-
sance art. Ultimately, this comprehensive exhibition space 
mockup touches upon both aspects of exhibition design and 
curatorial work.
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